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Some Impressions From 40 Years of Service

With the EFCC in Hong Kong

' By John Neir
When my wife Dorice and 1 arrived in Hong Kong in January
1964, the first EFCC pastors we met were Rev. Ho Douh Jeung
and Rev. Jeng Tak Yam. These two men, after hearing our English
names, immediately gave us Chinese names and they were in total
agreement. Neir had to be Lee.
These two men and Dr. John Pao were very important people in
the EFCC. At the end of our first missionary term [ was elected
to the board of what is now Evangel Seminafy. It was very
impressive to see the respect that Dr. Pau had, not only within
the EFCC but in the Chinese church world as well. Tt seems that
for many decades seminary graduates and others were sure to seek
Dr. Pao's advice as to place of service. Churches also sought Dr.
Pao’s advice before calling pastors that he knew.
At the first Missionary prayer meeting we attended in Hong Kong
one of the missionaries said "what is the use of having a seminary
if we don't have churches for them to serve in"? Another comment
was that we have had 6 churches for a long time and don't know
when there will be a seventh EFC church. It was agreed though
that the seminary was setving other churches as well by training
pastors and that there was hope for the future,
Whata blessing it was in the early 70's to see the vision for planting
new churches develop. The human instrument, who I feel was
used greatly in developing this vision, was Rev. W yland Wong.
Hc was 4 tcacher n Evangcl Scmlnary and siot only ta.lked about
church plantmg but took a group of students and started thc Gun
Tong EFC. He was 1nv1ted to speak on church planung at several
annual meetings and God used these messages to motivate many
churches to seriously cons1dcr planting new churches. The fact
that we now have 48 EFC churches is a real blessmg"
My main responsibility for our first 30 years in Hong Kong was
serving in Eﬁgel Hospital. For about 25 years [ served as Hospital
Superintendent. God led in many wonderfu] ways in providing
the funds for the original hospital building and then in 1984 we
dedicated the top two floors for service for the Lord. God's
provision for the addition of the fourth and fifth floors was only
by his grace. Ultimately God provided over HK$10,000,000 for

the expansion project. When donations at, at one point of the



construction, were alt used up our Free Church people and churches
foancd over HK$2,000,000 interest free to pay the costs. The
loans were repaid quite quickly. The expansion project added 45
heds to the original 50 beds.

Through many difficult times God provided the necessary staff
and operating finances to maintain a healthy hospital. When the
Hospital Authority was set up in the early 90's the pressure on
the hospital was great and the decision was made to close the
obstetric. service.

The hospiral ministry was very fruitful in leading patients to faith
in Christ. One year over 170 patients accepted Christ as Savior.
For many years different EFC churches were responsible for the
Friday evening evangelistic scrvice. One individual, Mrs. Tsul

King Sun spoke regularly at this service, -

Evangel was the first hospital in Hong Kong to hire a full time
Chaplain and this was a real boost to the spiritual ministry of the
hospital. Many staff members were active in evangelism but Miss
Lam Lau Kin was exceptional. She led many patients to Chuist
and was a real strong person of prayer. Upon completion of the
hospital expansion we began holding a Sunday Morning worship
 service for new converts. Though this - good many considered
this their church but we didn't have a full program. God, in his
grace, led Woot Chuen to partner with the hospital in starting
Waot Oi Church, which has been  blessing to many.

When Iwas very sick with complications of chemotherapy following
cancer surgery in 1993, I experienced tremendous prayer support
from so many in our churches that it was 2 great encouragement
and God answered prayer in my restoration to full health. e
highlight was when I was very sick Stephen So, Chaitman of the
Executive Committee of the EFCC called my wife and asked what
the church could do to help. She asked that arrangements be
made for a group of pastors to come and pray for me. The result
was that 13 EFC pastors came to my bedside and prayed for me.
God heard their prayer and also a special duty nurse saw and
heard this demonstration of love and couldn't believe so many
people could care for a single person. She later came to faith in
Christ.

Though I had recovered fully from the surgery and its complications,

my future health wise, was uncertain and I felt it best to turn over

the leadership of the hospital to another person. Dr. Hung Hing
Ming was appointed to succeed me as Hospital Superintendent
and in April 1995 1 left the hospital ministry after completing 30
years of service there.

Qur plan, after leaving the hospital, was to assist in a church
planting ministry in Tseung Kwan O. Soon after leaving the
hospital my wife heard of a seminary in Wuhan that was interested
in starting a medical ministry. After some trips to Wuhan the
decision was made to register in Hong Kong as a charitable
foundation and we took the name of Medicare Resources Ltd.
We were registered in Hong Kong in March 1997 and our first
Loving Heart Clinic in Wuban opened in September 1997.

God has led Medicare to have ministries in Hubei Province and
also in the Chongging municipality of Sichuan. Currently we
operate two clinice in Yichang as well as a mobile clinic service.
In Fengjie we operate a mobile clinic service and in Wuhan we
operate a clinic. God has opened the door for many other services
to the poor that we are involved in. In 2002 Miss Hui Sau Han
moved to Yichang to open our first office, which has greatly
increased our effectiveness in the ministry in China. Iam thankful
that Mr. John Tai has joined our staff and will live and serve in
China as well.

Many people in Hong Kong and China have commented how
difficult it must be for me to make so many trips to China.
Actually, even though there are often difficult matters to handle,
1 find the trips to China to be very enjoyable and not overly
stressfull. Though I don't speak Mandarin people mn China really
appreciate that I speak Cantonese. Tam thankful to have several
very good friends in China with whom I hope to have long term
relationships with. Some are very strong people of prayer.

God especially led Dorice to enter the counseling field after our
children returned to the US. This has been a very rewarding
ministry for her. All of her training in this ficld has been while
we have been in Hong Kong.

1, with my wife Dorice, look back on our nearly 41 years in Hong
Kong with gratitude and thanks to God for his many provisions

for our family and in the ministries to which he has called us.
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